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Réseau MIR / MIR Network 

Mouvement International pour les Réparations 
 

(anglais/français)  mir.reparations@gmail.com         
(espagnol)  rastrodeluna@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
3RD AFRICAN AND AMERICAN MARCH FOR 

REPARATIONS 
 

MADRID, 12 OCTOBER 2009 
 
 

  International Meeting from 10th to 12th October organised by 
Federación Panafricanista de Comunidades Negras de España   

((www.panafricanos.com    panafricanos@gmail.com)) 

 

 
 

12th October, the National Day in Spain 
 

For Spain and some of the South American countries offshoot of Spanish 
slavery and colonisation that have not finished with the colonial (racist) 
ideology, the commemoration of 12th of October 1492 (the arrival of 
Christopher Columbus to America) still appears to constitute an object of 
national pride. 
This is a celebration of which the activists’ mobilisation has to upset the 
embodiments. The popular struggle has escalated steadily over the past 
decades to end this apology of crime against humanity.  
 

 

MIR-France 
Secrétariat : jeanmarie.erika@gmail.com      

Mobilisation - Organisation évènementiel : theolubin@gmail.com    
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French Delegation of MIR 

(on the left: Theo LUBIN, Dr. Martin OKEKE, on the right Barrister Clody MYRTILLE) 
 
 
 

After the PanAfrican conferences in Madrid, two 

representatives of the Amerindian community, Dr Bertha 

Tanta Huaccan and Dr Carlos Jara, met by the MIR 

representatives in Madrid, came to Paris for further 

exchanges. 

In the inset: Dr Bertha Tanta Huaccan of –the University 

Los Angeles of Chimbote in Peru, with (on the left) Dr 

Martin Okeke spokesperson of MIR-Europe and Vice 

President of PANAFSTRAG-France, and (on the right) Mr. 

Tidiane GUEYE, President of FETAF, (Federation of African 

Workers in France).  

They attended, on Saturday 17th October 2009 in Paris, a 

meeting on AU 6th Region (African Diaspora Region) 

dedicated to Dr. Kwame NKRUMA, organised by Djibril 

GUINGUE, President “DIASPORA AFRICAINE”. 
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M.I.R. Network Declaration, Spain, 10-12 October 2009 
Dr Martin OKEKE1 / MIR-Europe 

 
 

Major historical step has been accomplished in 2001 with both,  

� In France the adoption of the French law acknowledging slave trade and slavery as crimes 

against humanity  

� And in South Africa, within the framework of UN, the Durban Declaration and 

Programme of Action. 

 
 
 
 

FRENCH LAW OF 2001  
� Taubira’s Law (comparisons between the proposed law of 1998 and the adopted law 

in 2001)  p.4 
� A law with powerful potential p.6 
� Reparations and French law (known as Taubira’s Law) : legal issue on the 

summoning of the French state for compensation p.7 
� Konvwa pou reparasyon p.12 
� The May 10th to the panafricanists p.13 

 

DURBAN PROGRAMME OF ACTION        p.14 

 

CURRENT INTERNATIONAL CAMPAINS p.16 
1. For the abrogation of the Papal Bulls that founded colonization  
2. To end the apology of crime by the states of colonial crimes against humanity.  
3. For the liberation of the historical political prisoners in the USA.  p.18 
4. To stop the police crimes p.20 

 
 

 
ANNEX: The presentation of International Reparations Movement p.22 
 

                                                 
1
 Dr  Martin OKEKE (mokeke@free.fr), Spokesperson MIR-Europe, Vice president de PanAFSTRAG-France / Pan 

African Strategic and Policy Research Group, and President Emeritus of NIDO-France / Nigerian Diaspora 

Organisation.  
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FRENCH LAW OF 2001 
 
 

    

TAUBIRA’S LAW N° 2001-434 
Comparisons between the proposed law of 1998  

and the adopted law in 2001 
 

Taubira’s Bill  n°1297 - 1998 French law – may 2001 

Article 1 
 
The French Republic recognizes that the 
trans-Atlantic slave trade and slavery, 
perpetrated from the fifteenth to the 
nineteenth century by European powers 
against the African people deported to 
America, constitute a crime against humanity. 

Article 1 
 
The French Republic recognizes that the 
transatlantic slave trade as well as the slave trade 
in the Indian Ocean, on the one hand and slavery 
on the other, perpetrated from the XV century, in 
the Americas the Caribbean, in the Indian Ocean 
and in Europe against the African, Amerindian, 
Madagascar and Indian, constitutes a crime against 
humanity 

Article 2 
 
Schoolbooks and programmes of research in 
history and human sciences give to the 
longest and most massive deportation in 
the history of human kind all the importance 
it deserves.  
Cooperation, which will enable the written 
archives available in Europe to be linked 
together with the oral sources and the 
archaeological knowledge that has been 
accumulated in Africa, in the Americas, in the 
Caribbean and in other territories that have 
known slavery, will be encouraged and 
fostered. 

Article 2  
 
The slave trade and slavery will be given the place 
it deserves in school curricula, and in research 
programmes in history and in the humanities.  
Cooperation, which will enable the written archives 
available in Europe to be linked together with the 
oral sources and the archaeological knowledge that 
has been accumulated in Africa, in the Americas, in 
the Caribbean and in other territories that have 
known slavery, will be encouraged and fostered. 

Article 3 
 
A petition for recognition of the transatlantic 
slave trade and of slavery as a crime against 
humanity shall be submitted to the European 
Union, international organisations and, first 
and foremost, the UNO. 

Article 3  
 
A petition for recognition of the transatlantic slave 
trade as well as the slave trade in the Indian Ocean 
and of slavery as a crime against humanity shall be 
submitted to the Council of Europe, to international 
organisations and to the United Nations 
Organisation.  
This petition will also aim to seek a common date 
at the international level for the commemoration of 
the abolition of the slave trade and of slavery, 
without prejudice to the commemorative dates 
peculiar to each of the overseas territories. 

Article 4 
On 8 February, each year, the Vienna 
Congress of 1815 will be commemorated as 
the official condemnation by European nations 
of the slave trade regarded as "negating the 
principle of humanity and universal ethics".  
The utmost will be done, to have this date 

Article 4  
The last paragraph of the only article of the law N° 
83-550 of June 30 1983 relative to the 
commemoration of the abolition of slavery is 
replaced by three paragraphs, as follows: 
"A decree establishes the date of the 
commemoration for each of the above territories 
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adopted by free nations as the international 
commemoration date. 

concerned. 
"In metropolitan France, the date of the annual 
commemoration of the abolition of slavery is set by 
the Government after the widest consultation, 
"A committee of qualified personalities, which will 
include representatives of associations defending 
the memory of slaves, is established with the 
responsibility of proposing, over the whole of the 
national territory, places and actions 
guaranteeing the durability of the memory of 
this crime through the generations. The 
composition, the competence and the missions of 
this committee are specified by a decree in the 
Conseil d’Etat within six months of the 
publication of the law N° ......... of ......., ,..aiming 
at the recognition of the slave trade and of slavery 
as a crime against humanity." 

Article 5              
A committee of qualified personalities is 
established in charge of examining the 
damage and the conditions of 
compensation for this crime. The 
competence and goals of this committee will 
be determined by a decree of the Conseil 
d'État (State Council). 

deletion  (partially in art.4)     

Article 6 
It is inserted after the article 24(2) of the law 
of July 29, 1881 on the Freedom of the Press, 
the following article 24(3): 
 
“Art.24(3) – Those having contested the 
crime against humanity defined at art.1 
of the present bill, by one of the means 
mentioned at the art.23,  
will be punished according to sanctions 
provided at Article 24 (2).  

deletion 

Article 7 
It is inserted after the article 48(2) of the law 
of July 29,1881 on the Freedom of the Press, 
the following article 48(2-1): 
 
”Art 48(2-1): any association which has been 
legally registered for two years at least at the 
moment when the facts took place and of 
which the statutes stipulate the defence of the 
moral interests and memory of slaves, and 
honour of descendants of slaves can exercise 
the rights belonging to the party claiming 
damages concerning the apology of crimes 
against humanity such as established by 
Article 24(3). 

Article 5  
In article 48-1 of the law of 29 July 1881 on the 
freedom of the press, after the words: "by its 
statutes, of', are inserted the words: "defend the 
memory of the slaves and honour of their 
descendants,". 
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THE LAW WITH POWERFUL POTENTIALS 
 
 
In France, the French law declaring the slave trade and slavery as crimes against humanity 
was adopted on May 10, 2001. 
 
We need to underline Article 3: “A petition for recognition of the transatlantic slave trade as 

well as the slave trade in the Indian Ocean and of slavery as a crime against humanity shall be 

submitted to the Council of Europe, to international organisations and to the United 

Nations Organisation. This petition will also aim at seeking for a common date at the 

international level for the commemoration of the abolition of the slave trade and slavery, 

without prejudice to the commemorative dates peculiar to individual overseas territories.” 
 
Slave trade and slavery involved many European countries which made businesses among 
themselves out of it, albeit with the blessing of the papacy, through the Papal Bulls.   
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REPARATIONS AND FRENCH LAW (KNOWN AS TAUBIRA’S LAW) 
SLAVE TRADE AND SLAVERY AS CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 
Judiciary Status on the summoning of the French state 

for reparations (May 2005 - October 2009) 

 
MIR has initiated proceedings in 2005 against the French State based on the French law 
adopted in May 2001 that recognizes human trafficking and slavery crimes against humanity. 
 
 
FIRST STEP: To put in place an expertise such that the extent and the magnitude of 
the consequences of the crime be known and to establish in a scientific and historical 
manner this account yet inexistent. 

 
 
1992 
The idea to initiate legal proceedings against the French State author of Black Code is 
particularly present in the "Trial of Christopher Columbus" in 1992 organized by the Cercle 
Frantz Fanon in Martinique, as in the letter sent that same year by the CIPN (International 
Committee of the Black Peoples) to the President of the French Republic asking for reparations 
to the French state for the 3 crimes against humanity that are "slavery of blacks - the 
Amerindian genocide - the African genocide." 
 
 
1997 
José TORIBIO, an elected official of Guadeloupe, called upon the Secretary General of the 
United Nations Mr Kofi Annan2 with a request for the qualification of slavery as crime against 
humanity. 
 
 
1998 
This idea became clearer during the year of the hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 
insurrection of slaves in the Caribbean islands of Martinique, Guadeloupe, St. Maarten, 
St.Eustatius, Saba, St. Croix and the French abolition of slavery (1848). 
1998 was a year of unprecedented mobilizations for the black community in France, and which 
culminated in the filing of a bill in December 1998. 
 
 

 
THE CONCEPT OF CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY 
 
The legal concept was determined by the international as well as domestic texts of law, but 
until 2001, ran against 3 legal obstacles for the human trafficking and slavery:  
- prescription 
- the non-retroactivity of the law 
- criminal immunity of the State. 
 
 
� However, the adoption of the French Law, Act n° 2001-434 known as TAUBIRA Law, 

opened new perspectives towards a judiciary action capable of sustaining arguments 
admissible before the French courts. 

 
 

                                                 
2
 In 1990 in Africa, under the aegis of Chief Moshood Abiola who 3 years later was reported to have won the 

presidential election and assassinated, the First Conference on the Reparations, was organised in Lagos, Nigeria  
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FRENCH LAW 
 
Three years of struggle led from the bill of 1998 to the adoption of the 2001 Act. At a time 

when history seemed to be turning, pushed against the wall none of the politicians called for 

the vote, nor took the risk of seeing his name inscribed for posterity among those of Holocaust 

deniers, especially since none of them was unaware of the upcoming United Nations’ 

Conference in Durban, of which everyone knew the agenda, and where the ex-colonial states 

were required to cope with the masses of ex-colonized states. 
Consequently, those among the French deputies who were against this law recognizing 

trafficking and slavery as crimes against humanity, opted for abstention, and the legislation 

was passed. 

 

A few months later, in September of that same year 2001, as part of the United Nations World 
Conference Against Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance, the 
world States gathered in -what a symbolic post-apartheid- South Africa, agreed to 
recognize this hidden crime against humanity of trafficking and slavery and its present 
consequences on all people of African descent. 
 
The French law of 2001 brought the two major historical phenomena of trafficking 
and slavery into the contemporary law system. 
 
The law, nevertheless, has a deficiency in terms of legal logic leaving out the central questions 
of liability and redress contained in the bill. 
 
 
The door for litigation, which was tightly closed until then, is hence open. 
In all legal systems, compensation or redress are substantially related to the recognition of the 
crime. 
 
 

THE TASK INCUMBENT ON US NOW IS THE SETTING UP OF 
A COHERENT JUDICIAL FRAMEWORK 

 
Given that crime against humanity is recognized in law: 

 
WHICH VICTIMS?    WHAT DAMAGES?    WHAT REPARATIONS? 

 
 
 

2005 - PROCEEDINGS INITIATED BY MIR AND CMDPA 
(MIR - International Reparations Movement & CMDPA - World Council of the Pan African 
Diaspora) 
 
The proceedings initiated by the MIR-Martinique and CMDPA is pioneer, historical and 
fundamental to the conduct of the struggle by all lawyers all over the world working for 
recognition and reparations of colonial crimes. 
Law No. 2001-434 called TAUBIRA constitutes an opening in acknowledging these crimes 
orchestrated several centuries under the aegis of the States which, for having been the 
organizers, were the main culprits. 
 
 
The French government, above all, is also the author of the famous Black Code proclaimed in 
1685. 
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� What we have before us CONSTITUTES THE MAJOR ISSUE OF MODERN TIMES: 

that of REPARATIONS AND THE INEQUALITIES that is plaguing the entire planet 
from North to South with so much violence. 

 
The proceedings was initiated by a summons issued to the State, through its representative to 
the courts, the Judicial Officer of the Treasury, on May 30th, 2005, before the “Tribunal de 
Grande Instance de Fort de France”. 
 
The proceedings entailed in this summons are as follow:  
- Declare the French State which has admitted having committed crimes against humanity, 

which were, the slave trade and the slavery of blacks, responsible for the material and 
immaterial prejudices that the people of Martinique descendants of Africans deported and 
enslaved on the soil Martinique are undergoing, 

- Declare that the French state will fully compensate the losses suffered by the people of 
Martinique, 

- Before invoking the law, order an expertise to assess the prejudices endured by the people 
of Martinique due to these crimes against humanity and to set up a College of Experts to 
assess the said prejudices. That the French State will pay to finance the work of the panel 
of experts on the basis of a budget to be determined by the said College within six months 
of training, 

- Fix at 200 Billion Euro in the provision due to the injury, which sum will be managed until 
the setup of a foundation for reparations, by a joint-management between the District and 
the Region through their respective presidents. 

 
 

REACTION OF THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
 
To these demands, the French Government opposes the following: 
 

1) THE INCOMPETENCE OF THE COURT CHOSEN, asking the court to decline jurisdiction in 
favour of the Administrative Tribunal, 

2) THE ADMISSIBILITY OF THE CLAIMS IF MADE BY ASSOCIATIONS. The French law, 
unlike U.S. law does not yet recognize the class action (a review is underway), namely legal 
action undertaken by a small group of persons on behalf of a larger community, here the 
"descendants of prisoners and slaves, "the people of Martinique", the "community of victims"  

3) The absence, in the LAW, of the mention of the clauses REPARATIONS and STATE RESPONSIBILTY; 

and concerning RESPONSIBILTY the French State chose to place the RESPONSIBILITY on the 

individuals 

 
 

 
DECEMBER 1998 - JANUARY 2008 
A HISTORIC VICTORY WAS MADE 

 
It is the first ever legal proceeding in the world to ask that a colonial state be held accountable 

for its past crimes. 

 

The law is being put in place with the progress of the proceedings and the legal debate fed by 

all the exchanges by the parties in the process. 

 

It is now accepted that the judicial courts will rule on the requests for reparations and 

foremost the demand for expertise 
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I - JURISDICTION OF THE PENAL COURT: THE JANUARY 4, 
2008 VICTORY 
 
Jurisdiction of ordinary courts: after three years of discussion a decision of January 4, 2008 
determines ruled that the High Court has jurisdiction contrary to what the State affirms.  
In the French system, going through the administrative authority is that of stagnation, where 

the state is judge and jury. The State Council, the highest court of the administrative order, is 

at the same time adviser and judge of the State. 

The judge recalled the Article 136 of the Code of Criminal Procedure which we were referred to 

obstruct administrative jurisdiction: that "in all cases of infringement of individual liberty, the 

conflict can never be raised by administrative authorities and tribunals of the judiciary are still 

exclusive jurisdiction - "it is difficult to argue that the capture, enslavement and the continued 

slavery (...) of millions of African people deported to the Caribbean do not have as 

consequences the violation of individual freedom of the individuals concerned. In reality there 

is inherently a consubstantial link between slavery and the violation of individual freedom”. 

 
The French State gave up challenging the judge's decision: in deed, after invoking the problem 
of jurisdictional competence of the penal court and before the Supreme Court of all the French 
courts, the highest of all courts, the French government conceded to the jurisdiction of 
ordinary courts 
 
On this bases, the Magistrate Custodian of individual liberties triumphed by upholding and 

declaring jurisdiction of the court. 

However, he rejected our theory of "assault" through rather questionable motives and no 

doubt to protect the interests of the state. 

 
Rejection of the "assault": the court therefore refuses to recognise its jurisdiction over one of 
the grounds invoked by MIR and CMDPA, viz, the "assault" committed by the French State 
against the victims of the two crimes. 
The "assault" is, in legal language, the fact of violating the right of others and the fact for the 

administration to act outside the confines of its authority and to behave as an individual. The 

immunity of the State can no longer be invoked, the State having acted as an individual who 

commits a crime and responsible for its consequences. 

NOTE: On this issue, the court does not hesitate to say that the crime of slavery was legal. 

 
 

II – ADMISSIBILITY: INDIVIDUAL COMMITMENT 
PROCEDURES 
 
While waiting for the French law to evolve, given that associations are not currently authorized 

to act on behalf of the rights of the community of descendants of prisoners and slaves, we 
have opted to involve into the proceedings, individuals, descendant of people who suffered 
either of the crimes or both. 
 
With the involvement of such individuals, and the obstacle of having to stand on behalf of the 
deported and the enslaved being lifted, it then becomes even possible to extend the 
proceedings by asking, even before all the litigation have been judged, for a provision for the 
damages suffered by the descendants of slaves and prisoners. Claims have been made on a 
provisional basis for the 70 people who have so far intervened personally in the proceedings. 
 
The general procedure is currently suspended pending the decision that should be made on the 
question of the provision. 
 
A hearing was held September 8, 2009 and where we requested a delay because we are 
currently establishing the genealogy of persons who have intervened in persona in the 
proceedings, the formal proof for each of status each of them as a descendant of slave to be 
provided. 
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The court should be able to give reply to the request for payment no later than February March 
2010, and the decision by the court will help to be informed on what legal arguments the 
judges might oppose to our main demand which is to set up a panel of experts for the 
assessment of the prejudices. 
 
Regarding the issue of expertise, it has been exposed in court that, regardless of the answer 
that could be given to the demand for reparations, the right to know and therefore to obtain an 
expertise to assess the extent of damage that results from the two crimes is the duty of 
memory that the Taubira law states explicitly. 
If judges believe that the right to compensation can not be awarded on the basis of the 
Taubira law, the duty to remember that it poses as a moral obligation can help deduce a legal 
obligation to infer based ion the knowledge of these two gravest of crimes. The knowledge, 
which includes the assessment of damage and therefore requires the expertise to achieve that. 
 
Finally, the last item on the discussion is that of the accountability to the French state for the 
responsibility of both crimes. It should be noted here that with the abolition of slavery in 1848, 
the French State has already assumed its responsibility in holding that it should compensate 
the settlers. 
 
 
MIR - OCTOBRE 2009 
 

Any person of African American descent willing to join the proceedings should contact Mr Alain 

Manville: amanville@wanadoo.fr 

Or the secretariat: 

(english/french) : mir.reparations@gmail.com   

(spanish/portuguese) : rastrodeluna@hotmail.com 

 

The team of lawyers who, in MARTINIQUE, GUADALOUPE – GUYANA is closely 

following the procedures comprises: 

 

Me ARISTIDE Sarah, Me CHEVRY Evita, Me DEMOCRITE Daniel, Me DUHAMEL Claudette, 

Me DUHAMEL Maryse, Me EZELIN Roland, Me GERMANY Georges Emmanuel, 

Me MANVILLE Alain, Me SAGNE Maryse. 
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KONVWA POU REPARASYON3 
REPARATIONS CONVOI 

 
 
May 2001: MIR Martinique organised the first “konvwa pou reparasyon” under the aegis of 
Garcin MALSA, pillar of the Caribbean environmental movement. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
� This is a one-week annual march, from one commune to the other across Martinique and 

with the militants from Guadalupe taking part (including Luc REINETTE, chairman of CIPN 
and this year Elie DOMOTA of “Liyannaj Kont Pwofitasion – LKP”) and also from Guyana 
(including Benoit BECHET, a mainstay of the mobilization in Guyana for the release of 
Mumia Abu Jamal and the US political prisoners) and from other places. 
 

� This is a march for a collective appropriation of the Reparations and to plan for the projects 
that will determine our future. 
 

� The theme of the convoy in May 2009 was: “Let’s plant what we eat, and eat what 
we plant.” It is a continuation of a march organized in March 2009 for the recovery of 
land by the descendants of Africans 

 
 

                                                 
3
 In Creole. 
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THE MAY 10, TO THE PANAFRICANISTS 
 
 
The American history of the past centuries is punctuated by resistance of the people of African 
descent to oppressions in all its ramifications.  
 
In 1789 French revolutionaries chose not to abolish the enslavement of Africans in their 
colonies. But in 1793, Africans in AYITI (known today as Haiti) freed themselves. 
 
Two years later, on the 10th May 1795, on the contemporary land of Venezuela, Jose 
Leonardo Chirino and José Caridad Gonzalez, led an uprising of enslaved Africans for the 
building of a Republic founded on the abolition of slavery and on the eradication of racism and 
related intolerances.  
 
The year before, in 1794, subsequent to the victorious uprisings of the Africans in AYITI, who 
in 1793 freed themselves, the French revolutionaries have abolished slavery in their colonies. 
However, in 1802, that is to say 8 years later, considering the loss of earnings formally 
accruing wherefrom into the coffers, the new French leader, Napoleon, decided to revive the 
chains of slavery in the French colonies.  
 

 
 
 
In the Caribbean island of Guadeloupe, the French army crushed the resistance.   
But in the last month of the resistance, it is worthwhile recalling two specific events: on May 
10, 1802, seven years on the run, after the proclamation in Venezuela of the Republic by the 
freedom fighter Chirino, the leaders of the Guadeloupean resistance, in the hours of the night, 
posted all over Guadeloupe a proclamation signed by Colonel Delgres, which solemnly urged 
the population to resist by any means necessary to the revival of slavery and sent to the 
posterity the account of this crime as a torch to be taken up by the next generations of 
freedom fighters. Eighteen days later, on May 28, as the French army finished crushing the 
resistance, hundreds of fighters, men, women and their children, blew themselves up in an act 
of refusal to submission. 
 
In AYITI, freedom from slave bondage thrived since 1793. To revive slavery there, Napoleon 
planned the extermination of the resistance fighters to end the wind of freedom. In addition to 
the military ships sent to AYITI, slave-traders sent their boats en masse African coast in 
anticipation of the replacement of the half a million of Africans living in AYITI. At the end of 
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1803, at the cost of numerous deaths, Africans from AYITI succeeded in defeating the French 
army, then considered as the most powerful army in the world. The journey for freedom, 
spiritual emancipation and respect for humanity continues. 
  
In 2005, the French government declared 10th of May national official day of 

commemoration and in his speech at the first commemoration, the French President Chirac 

paid tribute to African resistance in French colonies citing both Toussaint Louverture (Ayiti) and 

Delgres (Guadeloupe). That same year 2005, the revolutionary government from Venezuela 

took the historical decision of promoting the 10th of May as the official  Afro-Venezuela 

Day, as a way to acknowledge the decisive historical contribution of the African freedom 

fighters. 
 
This is a historical step forward in the right direction towards recognising and impressing on 
the world history the contribution of Africa and African inheritance to humanity. 
 
WHAT WE WILL SUCCEED IN DOING OF THE NEXT 10TH OF MAY, 2010, LARGELY 
DEPENDS ON US. IT HAS TO BECOME ANOTHER MILESTONE. 
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THE DURBAN PROGRAMME OF ACTION 
 
 

Our first task is to prepare the Durban+10 agenda (2011), that is to say:  

- the assessment by Global African activists of our situation in each of our countries 
(including African countries), considering that in the DDPA4 implementation, “Since 2001, 

there appears to be shortage of energy and scarcity of goodwill on the part of the actors 

especially the states, the intergovernmental organisations and national institutions”5,   

- the development of our autonomous DDPA follow up/implementation strategies,  

- the elaboration of our Global African Plan of Action to put us in capacity to attain the 
Millennium Development Goals in 20156. Having in mind two things:  
• Firstly, that Economic empowerment leaving no community behind is ultimately the 

best pass to counter racism,  
• Secondly, quoting John Henrik Clarke that “the aim of powerful people is to stay 

powerful by any means necessary”. 
 
 
 
At the same time with the preparation of DURBAN+10 (2011), we can 
immediately endorse the following international campaigns… 

 
 

                                                 
4
 Durban Declaration and Plan of Action. 

5
 Memo AU ECOSOCC / PANAFSTRAG, April 2005. 

6
 Campaign launched by former United Nations General Secretary Kofi Anan. 



 

 

 

16 

CURRENT INTERNATIONAL CAMPAINS 
 
 
 

I - CAMPAIGN FOR THE REVOCATION OF THE PAPAL BULL  
WHICH PROVIDED COVER TO THE WESTERN 

COLONIZATION 
 
 
We fully endorse the call renewed in 2008 by the Council of the Thirteen Indigenous 
Grandmothers to Pope Benedict XVI, for the revocation of many of the edicts issued in the 
fifteenth century and related to papal doctrines, “that embody patterns of thought and 

behaviour that have been destructive”.  
Notably: Bull Dum diversas (1452) and Bull Romanus Pontifex (1455) authorizing the 
monarchy of Portugal to reduce “to perpetual slavery” the “enemies of Christ” among whom 
the “Saracens and pagans”, and Bull Inter Caetera (1493) calling for the subjugation of 
“barbarous nations”. 
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II - CAMPAIGN TO STOP THE PANEGERIC BY THE STATES 
OF THE HISTORICAL CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY 

PERPETRATED AGAINST THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE FROM 
AFRICA, AMERICA AND ASIA 

 
 
At local level, in each of our country, time has come to lobby to change the names of the 
streets, schools, and monuments etc., which bear the name of past criminals. 
 
 

 
 

RENAME THE STREETS BEARING THE NAMES OF SLAVE TRADERS 
MIR-France, NANTES, MAI 2009 

 
 
Among the names of criminals that sprinkle the public spaces, there are some, that more than 
others constitute true provocations for the colonized peoples. 
The "Rochambeau International Airport" in Cayenne (French Guyana) is an illustration. 
"Rochambeau is the name of a Major in the French troops sent in 1802 by Emperor Napoleon 

to restore slavery and crush the Haitian freedom fighters. He remains in history as the man 

who hated blacks, as sadistic torturer of Maurepas in Haiti; as the specialist in the use of dogs 

as weapons, dogs trained to devour humans. 

The choice of the French authorities, despite protests from activists, in this 21st century to 

maintain the name of this man at that airport there, epitomizes the whole spirit of colonization 

that continues"7. 
 
 
 

                                                 
7
 Extract of "REPORT OF THE ADDIS ABABA (ETHIOPIA) DURBAN + 5 ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS, April 

18-20, 2007” 
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III - CAMPAIGN TO FREE  
OUR HISTORICAL US POLITICAL PRISONERS 

 
 

 
AMNESTY FOR US POLITICAL PRISONERS 

MIR, MADRID, octobre 12, 2009 
 

 
Africa has formally decided at the states and continental levels, in 2003, by building the AU 6th 
Region (that of the Diaspora), to recover a say in the wellbeing and the protection of all her 
children scattered world over.  
 
In 1978, during an interview in Paris with the newspaper Le Matin, Andrew Young, a close 
friend of Reverend Martin Luther King and the first African-American ambassador of the United 
States to United Nations stated that: "There are hundreds, perhaps even thousands, political 

prisoners in the American prisons". 
The USA had planned their oblivion, and consequently 30 years later, the file still remains 
closed for those who have been targeted by the secret services and often jailed in solitary 
confinement.  
What is at stake here is our ability to protect the vanguard of our Human Rights Defenders and 
the credibility of the activists’ movement.  
Only a global amnesty for all US historical political prisoners and the opening of hearings of the 
COINTELPRO and other similar programs, will be the tangible signs of the US government’s will 
to put an end to the ongoing racial war. 
 
We must underline how unbearable it is for us African people. 
The second half of the XXth century was marked by an ideological war that the defenders of 
racism lost, from the defection of the segregation in the USA, to the “fall of apartheid” in South 
Africa.  
 
Unfortunately, in the first case those who were the vanguard of the fight against segregation 
and racism (the fight which opened the way to the election of Mr. Obama) are still behind the 
bars where they die of old age, while those who institutionalized the apartheid, live and enjoy 
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unquestionable freedom in Africa, the black government of South Africa having decided to turn 
the page and to set in a new era devoid of racism where strength in diversity thrives.  
 
The historical political prisoners of the USA are prisoners of human rights war: their case must 
be put at the agenda NOW so that a protocol of collective release is adopted. We, Africans, can 
not wait anymore. 
 
And as Mutabaruka rightly put it in one of his albums, The Confusion Today, “Because the 
freedom of one Is dependent on the freedom of all”. 
 
 

MUMIA ABU JAMAL 
 
We can not conclude this paragraph without an explicit reference to Mumia Abu Jamal case. 
  
In the sixties, the Black Panther Party was created in the U.S. 
One of the peculiarities of the party is to opt for the organization of self-defense, given that 
black community was target of numerous police killings and racist murders covered by the 
policy, that is to say state. 
 
The young student Mumia Abu Jamal, became a journalist for the Party in the city of 
Philadelphia. 
Years later, becoming a professional journalist and elected President of the Association of Black 
Journalists in Philadelphia, Mumia specialized in coverage of police crimes, violence, scams 
and/or covered by the police. Thus he managed to trigger an investigation by the federal 
government of the United States on the actions of the Philadelphia police8. 
Victim of a stunt, he was accused in 1981 by Philadelphia police of a murder of police, a which 
he never committed, and sentenced to death. 
In the nineties, in a public petition, dozens of political prisoners locked up in the U.S. for 
decades (including Leonard Peltier emblematic leader of Indian resistance), called for the help 
of the international mobilization asking us to focus all our effort to free Mumia, the only US 
political in the death row. 
 
 
 

 
 

PANAFRICAIN GROUPING FOR THE LIBERATION OF MUMIA ABU JAMAL, Paris, 1999 

 
 
 
                                                 
8
 Murders,  fancyman, illegal dealings in narcotics, clandestine games, misleading accusations and subornation of 

witnesses, improper committals etc.   
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IV – CAMPAGNE TO STOP POLICE CRIMES 
 
In the judiciary, police and media violence, which creates all that lead to crime, what 
is at the question is the devaluing of the “black lives”. 
 
To be factual, no white European policeman has ever been convicted, demoted or but only 
dismissed only torturing and/or killed a person of African descent. 
 
It is therefore the "license to kill" granted by some states to their agents, for as long as 
the victim is black. This is the climax of institutional racism, stigmatized by the militants during 
the United Nations Conference against Racism, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, held in 
South Africa in Durban in 2001 
 
 

 
    

STOP! POLICE VIOLENCE - STATE CRIMES 
POLICE CRIME + IMPUNITY = STATE CRIME 

 
In most European countries the situation is the same and particularly in Spain 
 
And in all this list of crimes that never ceases to grow, there is a constant fact: 
THE VICTIM WAS NOT ARMED AND NEVER CONSTITUTED ANY THREAT nor committed 
any offence  apart from being black, which seems sufficient to justify both the crime and the 
impunity of the criminals. 
 

 

In Germany, one of the cases that we are scrutinizing with great attention 
is currently the Oury Jalloh affair, who died January 7th, 2005 in a police 
station in Germany, charred in a basement cell where he had been chained 
to a mattress on the floor 
Officers on the building, on several occasions turned off the smoke 
detector alarm and intercom in their office that reverberated to the 
crackling fire and Jalloh’s cries for help from the basement.  
They only went to the basement when the Jalloh’s calls became dead.  
A policewoman who was on duty that day testified, before retracting. 
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In France, where we recall the police crimes and the impunity enjoyed by perpertrators that had 
several times triggered riots we are following closely what will be the decision of the French State 
to the case of Abou Bakary TANDIA (Died, 6th Decembre 2004 in a Police Station) and of 
Lamine DIENG (Died, 17th June 2007 in a police van).  
 
In 2004, a group of RAP, "LA RUMEUR", was prosecuted by the French State for a text entitled 
"The insecurity in the writings of a barbarian." Its authors say: "The reports of the Ministry of 
Interior will never show the hundreds of our brothers killed by police without any of 

the culprits brought to justice." 
  

 
 

IN FRANCE ANTI-BLACK RACISM KILLS – STOP TO IMPUNITY 
Citation of some victims Sydney Moka Nzeza, 1998 – Abou Bakary Tandia 2005 – Edouard 
Salumu Nsumbu 2001 – Xavier Dhem 2002 – Victims of lead poisoning (lead poisoning in slums) 
– Fires Paris in 2005 - Bouna et Zyad 2005 - Ibrahim Kaba 2004 - Makome Mbowole 2003 – 
Jean-Luc Fatol 2004 – Lamine DIENG 2007 
 

 
 

Police Violence – LAMINE we will not forget you 
Died on the 17th June 2007 in a Police Van 
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ANNEX: PRESENTATION OF THE MIR NETWORK 
INTERNATIONAL REPARATIONS MOVEMENT 

 
 
 
The MIR is a non-hierarchical movement of ideas and actions, which began before us, and will 
continue after we have gone.  
 
Accomplished members of this network distinguish themselves notably by:  
� Their persistence to dispel the confusion orchestrated by the predators of our communities,  
� Their application to rebuild the social fabric of the Global Africa (Continent and Diaspora), 
� And their involvement in the development of the institutions of the future9, anchored on the 

basis of ancestral African ethics which is the common cultural background to all African 
populations that have migrated during the millennia inside and out of the African continent.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Our generation refers, inter alia, to the transmission that was made in March 
1965 to Karamoko Youssouf Tata Cisse, himself heir to Cisse Karessi the 
founders of the State of WAGADU (“Empire of Ghana”). 
Transmission in the form of Manden Kalikan, a corpus developed for the 
foundation of one among the last great10 African States, the "Mali Empire".  

 
 
Mali was built to stop Muslim pro-slavery trafficking which had then bled the country dry.  

                                                 
9
  History shows that the stowage of the institutions and the law to ancestral ethics is invariably at the source of the 

prosperity of the African societies, let them be “without chief” or major state buildings (contingent forms adopted by 

populations depending on the circumstances of place and time). For example, in ancient Egypt (as long as it remains loyal 

to its roots), it is well known that this legacy manifests itself as the Maat. 
10

  Great by the project embodied which lead it to include the whole West Africa. 
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It is indeed in the context of widespread war, and moral and economic collapse that the year 
1222, major thaumaturgies hunters11, « Children of Sanènè and Kòntròn »

12
, met and decided to be 

bound by the body of the aboriginal principles to save the homeland and bring back prosperity.  
This decisive moment is materialized by the Manden Kalikan, the Oath of Manding, which, 
among other things, the Oath of Bwa Kayman will echo five centuries later, in the 
Americas, in Ayiti, 33 years after Makan Dale was burned in 1758 in a public, at French Cape; 
Boukman was then a teenager. 
 
Manden Kalikan -  re-states the essence of the ethical precepts of African Society, en rapport 
with the context of the moment: focus on the eradication of the institution of slavery; priority to 
the eradication of predatory wars that have plunged the country into famine and desolation; 
affirmation of egalitarianism13 and advocating multiculturalism, understanding and brotherhood14  
among humans; protecting the weak; welcoming of strangers15; restoration of freedom of 
expression and freedom of movement. 
 
 
Manden Kalikan – also re-affirms the path to get there. In this case, the foundation upon which 
all the African criminal law is based: REPARATION16. 
 
 
The one who will embody this restoration based of the “return to the sources” is Sundiata. 
Usually referred to in Africa, as Sogolon Diata, named after his mother Sogolon, who authorized 
him to commit to this virtually sacerdotal Herculean task on the imperative condition that the 
eradication of the essence of slavery be the Alpha and the Omega in his task. 
 
It is not fortuitous if from Gambia to Niger the people sing the praises of Sundiata and Sundiata 
alone17.  
 
It was indeed under the leadership of Sundiata that hunters installed, in the vast area extending 
from the Atlantic coast of Senegal on the borders of Niger, the cavalry of anti-slave brigades, to 
track and hunt down the Maghreb traffickers and their henchmen. This war was total, brief and 
victorious.  
We are in the XIIIth century AD, and Sundiata is the last of the non-Islamized rulers of Mali. 
 
The following century will be marked by the beginning of the European invasion. 
Combined to the Arabic one, it will end by overwhelming the African resistance.  
 

                                                 
11

 Dyaru is one among the West Africa designations for those traveling hunters whose trip across time and space can be 

followed by rock paintings and raised stones circles realized until a few decades ago. ‘Hunter’ does not hold here the same 

meaning as in the West. Hunter’s status refers in Africa to one initiated in the practice of a huge panel of communication 

(including with and through animals, plants, stars, numbers, dreams etc.) to understand the world, and to a perpetual 

researcher of knowledge. 
12

 "To taste the death" and "to return to life".  From which integrity, humility, respect of all the souls. 
13

 Caste and age are meaningless. Only knowledge prevails. And thirst for knowledge is worshipped. 
14

 We use this word male connoted because of the lack of an asexual equivalent in West languages. 
15

 Because of the lack of alternative in the West languages we use the term “stranger” (pejorative – with connotation of 

strangeness) which betrays the positive African concept to name those coming from abroad. 
16

 Our organisation (MIR), which aims the recovery of our freedom of thought and action, is based on the African criminal 

law.  

This obviously does not prevent us, in the course of the struggle for reparation, to refer to Nuremberg or any other valid 

source of law. 
17

 Sundiata whose father Farakoro Maghan Kegni originates from WAGADU ( « Empire of Ghana »), has himself long 

used WAGADU as his refuge (his descendants still live around Nema in what is now Mauritania), prior to return to the 

heart of MANDEN in order to accomplish his master work. 
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Karamoko Youssouf Tata Cisse since the 60s has as for him devoted his life to the cause of 
ancestral ethics transmission and the requirements of reparations18.  
Incidentally, he did not fail to highlight the vital influence of the African vision on contemporary 
thoughts that have been shaping universal human rights, and the emissary role played by 
Africans deported to the Americas. Either, as in the case of AYITI (Haiti), that these Africans 
have directly laid the founding milestones, or that they have indirectly influenced the thought of 
many historical characters.                                          
 

 
 
 

 

MANDEN KALIKAN / OATH OF THE MANDING / 1222 AD 

[TRANSMITTED BY KARAMOKO YOUSSOUF TATA CISSE IN 1965] 
 

 
 

 
(1) Hunters say: 
All life (human) is a life. 
It is true that a life exists before another life, 
But a life is not "older", nor more respectable than another life, 
Similarly no life is upper than another life. 
 
 
(2) Hunters say: 
All life being a life 
Any damage to a life requires reparation. 
Therefore, 
No one should attack his neighbor for nothing, 
No one should harm his neighbor, 
Let no one torment his fellow. 
 
 
(3) Hunters say: 
Let everyone watch over one another 
Let everyone revere his parents; 
Let everyone properly bring up his children, 
Let everyone provide for the needs of his family members. 
 
 
(4) Hunters say: 
Let everyone watch over the country of his fathers. 
By country or homeland (faso), 
It is to say also and above all men. 
Because "any country, any land that would witness men disappear from its surface" 
"would become immediately nostalgic." 
 
 

                                                 
18

 Which has been the shared agenda of many African freedom fighters.  

At the time of African independence for instance, there are African leaders like Lumumba who demanded to colonial 

countries to work out the tonnage of export goods produced under torture and without payment to the producers.  
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(5) Hunters say: 
Hunger is not a good thing 
Slavery is not a good thing; 
There is not worse calamity that these things 
In this lower world. 
As long as we detain the quiver and bow, 
Hunger will kill none anymore in the Manden 
Would famine rage again, 
War will never destroy villages again 
To pick slaves; 
That is to say that no one will place the bit in the mouth of his/her fellow 
In order to go to sell him/her. 
No one will not be beaten anymore 
All the more put to death 
Because he is the child of a slave. 
 
  
(6) Hunters say: 
The essence of slavery is extinct today, 
"From wall to wall", (from border to border) of the Manden; 
From this day the razzia (raid) is banned across the Manden; 
From this day, torments born of these horrors are finished in the Manden. 
How horrific is the torment!  
Especially when the oppressed has no recourse. 
Slave enjoys no consideration 
Nowhere in the world. 
 
 
(7) People of the past used to say: 
"Man as an individual" 
Made of bones and flesh, 
Of marrow and nerves, 
Of skin covered with hair of all sorts 
Is fed by food and beverage; 
But his 'soul', his spirit is nourished by three things: 
See what he wants to see. 
Say what he wants to say  
And do what he wants to do. 
If the human soul should lack of one of these things, 
It would suffer greatly 
"and would surely become sickly." 
Accordingly, the hunters say: 
Everyone is the master of his own person 
Everyone is free to carry out his acts 
Everyone enjoys henceforth the fruits of his work. 
This is the oath of the Manden 
 
INTENDED FOR THE EARS OF THE WORLD AS A WHOLE. 
 
 

 


